
Dafna Talmon: MIC – Made in China 

 

The multidisciplinary artist Dafna Talmon creates 

community-based projects that engage with the themes of 

home, freedom, consumer culture, the notion of 

abundance, and relationships – between people, and 

between them and their belongings. She is best known for 

her flagship work, The Gift Project, which comprises her 

personal encounters with people seeking to get rid of old 

objects – which she turns into gifts that are handed out to 

others.  

The current exhibition invites visitors to take a look 

behind the scenes of consumer culture, and take an active 

part in it, in contrast to the role that they are accustomed 

to – that is, not as end consumers, but as production-line 

workers. The name of the exhibition, MIC – Made in 

China, is both a concrete description and a well-known 

mark that appears on various consumer products made in 

China. The term is linked in our Western cultural 

consciousness to mass production of cheap and unreliable 



products of poor quality. In addition, the label also bears a 

loaded connotation with regard to the human aspect of the 

production process: in these factories in East Asia, which 

are also known as “sweatshops,” working conditions are 

deplorable and exploitative.  

Under this title, Talmon turns the gallery into a factory 

for the production and packaging of gifts, whose raw 

materials are various objects that Kfar Saba residents 

have sought to get rid of or part from. To this end, she has 

established a large-scale collaboration with the 

Sustainability and Innovation Department; the Kipod 

Center for Sustainability; and the Community Department 

at the Kfar Saba Municipality. With them, as a participatory 

performative action, she has set out to collect from the city 

residents all the items that they no longer need – clothes, 

books, ornamental objects, toys, and so forth. These 

objects now await you in the “Operational Area” section, 

where you may “optimally and expertly” gift-wrap them (as 

you will shortly learn from the tutorial video). 
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